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"Providing opportunities for every child, to support development and help them grow and thrive in a place that shares a love of learning and feels like home."

At Caldecote Preschool, our curriculum is thoughtfully designed in alignment with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework. We focus on creating a rich learning environment that nurtures every child's development and fosters meaningful conversations and learning opportunities.
Our approach is centred around the belief that children learn best when they are engaged and actively participating in their learning journey. We seize every opportunity to encourage exploration, curiosity, and creativity. 
We prioritize individualized learning, ensuring that each child receives the support and encouragement they need to thrive. Our dedicated staff members engage in ongoing dialogue with children, fostering conversations that stimulate thinking and inspire new ideas. We believe that open communication not only enhances learning but also builds confidence and self-esteem in our young learners.
Through thoughtful planning and a responsive approach to each child's interests and needs, we create a dynamic and inclusive environment where learning is a joyful experience. At Caldecote Preschool, we understand that every moment is a chance for growth, and we are committed to making each child's time with us both meaningful and memorable.
Caldecote Preschool aim to offer children consistent encouragement to be independent, offering tools, resources and guidance that empowers children to develop and thrive in their learning. 
All children are individual and treated as such. We offer equal opportunities for all children, ensuring activities and learning opportunities are inclusive. Caldecote Preschool feel it is important to ensure that the children learn self-value as well as being kind and respectful of others. We promote equity, diversity and inclusion in all aspects of the curriculum. We are all open to learning at Caldecote Preschool, including staff. We welcome new ideas and are a setting that encourages and promotes community and opportunities for shared learning.


At the centre of the curriculum are the three prime areas of learning; Communication and Language; Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical Development. 
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Not only is language learnt orally, in Early Years language is often learned through play. For example, during stories, using visual props, imitating animal noises, or role-playing in the home corner café. Role play and imitation offer opportunities for children to practice reciprocal communication, whilst adults support vocabulary by following a range of communication tactics. For example: rephrase and repeat. 
For younger children, we support their vocabulary, using new and exciting words. We offer simple instructions to aid their understanding and read repetitive stories that support learning through memory and recall. Secure language and communication skills support children to be able to follow two-part instructions and to maintain focus and attention during tasks and activities.
Physical Development
Children enjoy physical play and movement. At Caldecote Preschool, we support the early stages of physical development by providing resources and offering encouragement. For 

example, offering opportunities for climbing and balancing. We encourage children to take risks in a controlled, safe environment to support them to experiment with their physical capabilities. We encourage mark making and offer activities that naturally support the development of the muscles in the hand which supports writing and fine motor skills for the future. Mark making does not consist only of pen to paper writing/drawing, but is imbedded in children’s play. For example, making 

tracks in sand, painting water on the pavement etc. Once children become secure in this area, we support and encourage children to develop their pen grip and to form simple shapes, eventually moving on to form recognisable letters.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children’s mental health, wellbeing and ability to self-regulate are all very important aspects of development in children during early years. This is something we support with daily at Caldecote Preschool. We are open and transparent and constantly seek opportunities to converse with the children about their feelings and wellbeing. We support these conversations with a variety of activities, encouraging sharing, turn taking and cooperation. We strive for children to have a good understanding of their personal needs as well as understanding the needs of others. We encourage children to play alongside each other in parallel play, which eventually develops into cooperative/shared play. We encourage the children to make independent choices, self-selection activities are available daily and are often rotated. This way of leaning through play supports children to be confident, independent and self-sufficient.
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We strive to spark curiosity within the children’s everyday learning, allowing and encouraging them to thrive in all areas of development. We aim to implement a varied range of experiences within the environment, both indoors and outdoors. 
We understand that all children are unique, and their development and learning will be subjective. We gather evidence of learning through observations. Key Workers then form an overview of the children’s developmental goals. We then incorporate this into our planning which is also loosely guided by monthly themes/topics.


Staff use a range of skills and expertise to support children’s learning across the curriculum. We use extended vocabulary, open ended questions and share our own experiences to provoke the children’s thoughts and curiosity. We share stories and recall events from our own lives using engaging words, conversation and actions to encourage the children to be inquisitive and to ignite their imaginations.


Not only do we seek to support the children we care for here at Caldecote Preschool, but we also hope to build good, strong connections and rapport with children’s immediate and extended families. We encourage families to be involved with preschool, in events and during opening hours. We invite you to share your experiences with the children and staff. Families are welcome to attend preschool to partake in facilitating activities for the children. For example, cooking with them, playing music, reading stories etc. Everyone is Welcome.
Our Curriculum Goals
· Children listen attentively in a range of situations.
· To learn to take turns, developing sharing skills that promote Theory of Mind.
· To promote express themselves effectively, demonstrating an awareness of the listeners needs.
· To listen to and hear their peers’ perspectives whilst engaging in small-group activities and story time sessions.
· To answer ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions about their own experiences.
· To promote independence across all aspects of early years, including self and personal care.
· To promote speaking openly about feelings and emotions to promote emotional regulation.
· To be able to make independent, personal choices.
· To follow the Preschool Rules and simple instructions.
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